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When will renovations take place?  
Our project will follow according to a financial plan that includes the raising of capital campaign 
funds.  Projects should begin within a year of the end of the capital campaign which is scheduled 
for March 1st, 2016.  
 
How much am I expected to give?  
Your pledge is a very personal decision. This campaign is a unique opportunity for the church to 
continue as a beautiful and safe place to worship. Ultimately, we ask that you consider your 
sacrificial gift in terms of your overall stewardship to our parish, and what this project means to 
you, your family, and the future of our parish. We have been blessed by the sacrifices of those 
who came before us. 
 
How long will I have to meet my pledge? 
Making a pledge as opposed to a one-time gift allows you to make a larger gift to this campaign 
over a designated period of time. We are asking parishioners to fulfill their pledges over a three-
year period.   
 
I already give to the parish. Why should I support the campaign?  
The campaign supports very special projects and is separate from the regular Mass collections. 
The parish is grateful for all donations it receives throughout the year. These gifts are needed 
every week for regular operating expenses and are not designated for capital improvements or 
repairs. Ideally, the parish’s ordinary income should be at least equal to it’s ordinary expenses 
(utilities, supplies, services, employee salary and benefits, insurance, etc.). Capital projects are 
considered extraordinary expenses that need additional funding.   
 
Is my gift tax deductible?   
Yes. The amount contributed is deductible to the full extent provided by the law.  
 
How can I make my payments?   
We have developed a three-year pledge chart to help you identify a pledge level that you can 
reach. You will see that you can choose to fulfill your pledge in a number of ways. The Parish 
Office will send out reminders before each payment is due that will include a balance.  
 
Will my gift be recognized?  
Unless requested otherwise, all contributors to the campaign will be included in an alphabetical 
listing of donors in our parish bulletin and website.  
 
What happens if I am unable to complete my pledge?  
A pledge to the campaign is a faith promise; it is not legally binding. St. John Vianney is 
dependent on the generosity and ability of its parishioners and community friends to complete this 
project. While we pray that you will not experience any financial challenges, should your situation 
change, we will work with you to accommodate any unforeseen personal situations.  



 
Why doesn’t the Diocese of Buffalo pay for this? 
Parishes operate on an individual basis.  When parishes want to make capital improvements, it is 
up to the parish to raise the necessary funds on it’s own.  The diocese will provide a low-interest 
loan to start the projects, but the loan must be paid back with funds raised through the parish 
community. 
 
Have foundation opportunities been explored? 
In the majority of cases, foundations have restrictions against funding faith-based projects and 
capital campaigns - both of which are factors here at SJV.  We are in the process of exploring 
grant opportunities for some of the aspects of the school. 
 
Why is the addition of an elevator not part of the new Parish Center project? 
Adding elevators to existing buildings is extremely expensive.  Additionally, the maintenance and 
unanticipated repair costs are not feasible for the parish.   

 


